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two inches, or even more." This account gives no indication of the changing position of the
pylorus from the "transpyloric plane" to below the level of the umbilicus, the common
position to see the pylorus in X-ray photographs.
These criticisms are not made in any carping spirit, in a book which is recognized as being
so accurate in its descriptions, but rather to point out that the mere memorizing of detailed
descriptions, without any regard for their relative and clinical importance, is not in keeping
vith modern trends in anatomy.
DISEASES OF THE NOSE, THROAT, AND EAR. By Simson Hall, M.B.,
Ch.B., F.R.C.P.E., F.R.C.S.E. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone, 1937. pp.
420; figs. 55. Price 10s. 6d.
This book is intended for senior students and general practitioners. It deals in a very practical
manner with the commoner diseases of the ear, nose, and throat likely to be met with in
general practice. It is compact and easily read.
The coloured frontispiece is rather diagrammatic. It is not usual to see the cone of light so
clear and regular in cases with large, old-standing perforations; otherwise the diagrams are
very good and might with benefit be more numerous.
The chapter on Adenoids is very complete. The treatment of acute tonsillitis is rather
sketchy; no mention is made of anti-streptococcal serum or drugs of the sulphonamide group
in the severe infections. In the treatment of diphtheria, it is recommended to give five hundred
units of anti-toxin in doubtful cases. This would appear to be a very small dose: five thousand
units is the more usual amount.
Agranulocytic angina is mentioned, but drugs which produce an artificial leucocytosis, such
as pent-nucleotide, are omitted. Acute oedema of the glottis is very well done, especially the
indications for laryngotomy and tracheotomy.
In the description of catheterization of the Eustachian tube, it is more usual to place the
auscultation tube in the patient's ear before passing the catheter; this tends to prevent jarring
movements which are painful for the patient.
The technique of paracentesis is described in detail. It is recommended to incise the drum
from above downwards; this is against all teaching, as the danger of dislocation of the stapes
is greater than when the incision is from below upwards.
The chapter on chronic otitis media is exceptionally clear, practical, and concise. The
special features of infection by the pneumococcus type III (strep. mucosus) are clearly defined.
The author has succeeded in his task, and his work can be confidently recommended to all
students and practitioners.
DISEASES OF THE NOSE AND THROAT. By Sir St. Sinclair Thomson,
M.D., F.R.C.S., and V. E. Negus, M.S., F.R.C.S. Fourth Edition. London:
Cassell & Co., Ltd., 1937. pp. 976; figs. 386; plates (many coloured), 29.
Price 45s. net.
rhis book, first published in 1911 as the personal experiences of Sir St. Sinclair Thomson, has
now reached its fourth edition, after passing through several reprintings. This proof of the
high esteem in which it is held must be highly gratifying to its author, and is ample evidence
of its high value to any young man setting out on the study of diseases of the nose and throat.
The present edition is considerably larger than the original work, due to a greater amount of
space given to illustrations, and to detailed attention given to the many advances in our
knowledge of the subject. These changes render the work even more readable than any of the
earlier editions, and the authors are to be congratulated on what is really the standard English
work on the nose and throat.
The changes in this present edition include a very full description of the technique of local
anesthesia, and a valuable assay of the intra-tracheal method of general anasthesia. The two
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